I. INTRODUCTION
For approximately 25 years, 103 Pd brachytherapy sources have been produced for use in interstitial implants in various tumor sites. Sources using 103 Pd are favored because their low-energy photon emissions provide a rapid decrease in dose with increasing distance, minimizing the dose to normal tissues.
Use of ultrasound-guided brachytherapy seed implantation for prostate cancer has increased greatly since the technique was developed in the early 1980s. The reasons for the increase are many, including patient convenience (one treatment versus many for external-beam radiotherapy), reduced side effects as compared with radical prostatectomy, and greater cost effectiveness. (1) (2) (3) (4) With a shortage of available seeds and an increase in the number of procedures being performed nationally, several manufacturers, including IsoAid (IsoAid LLC, Port Richey, FL), have developed new 103 Pd sources to meet the increasing demand.
II. MATERIALS AND METHODS

A. Source of 103 Pd
The ADVANTAGE 103 Pd source has a physical length of 4.5 mm and an outer diameter of 0.8 mm. To create the four active 0.5-mm polystyrene spheres, 103 Pd isotope is absorbed throughout the spheres, which are then encapsulated in a 0.05-mm-thick titanium capsule (Fig. 1) . A silver rod, 0.5 mm in diameter and 1.25 mm in length, serves as an X-ray marker and is placed between the pair of spheres at each end of the capsule. An active length of 3.4 mm was assumed for this source during calculation of the source parameters.
B. Monte Carlo simulation
Dose distributions for the ADVANTAGE source were calculated in liquid water using the PTRAN Monte Carlo code. (5) (6) (7) Simulations were performed for up to 10 million histories divided into one hundred batches. By combining this number of histories with use of a distanceand-attenuation-averaged, bounded, next-flight point-kerma estimator (5) standard errors about the mean (67% confidence intervals) ranging from 1.5% (near the source: r < 3 cm) to 5%-6% (far from the source: r > 5 cm) were achieved.
One assumption made in the Monte Carlo simulation of the dose distributions around the source was that a uniform distribution of the 103 Pd isotope is present within each polystyrene sphere. A density of 1.046 g/cm 3 was assumed for each polystyrene sphere. The X-ray marker at the center of the source is 1.25 mm in length and 0.5 mm in diameter. The overall physical length of the source is 4.5 mm, with an outer diameter of 0.8 mm. The internal cavity of the source is filled with dry air. The PTRAN code used the 103 Pd photon spectrum extracted from the Medical Internal Radiation Dosimetry (MIRD) pamphlet 10. (6) The Monte Carlo-simulated dose rate constant was obtained by calculating the kerma rate to water at the reference point (1 cm, π/2) in a medium and then dividing that result by the simulated air kerma (S K ) strength of the source. The S K was determined by calculating the air kerma rate at 10 cm distance and correcting for the inverse square of the distance to obtain the value at 1 cm while suppressing characteristic X-ray production. It is understood, but impractical, to simulate at the distance that the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) uses (100 cm). Such a simulation would have required extremely long run times to yield even marginal uncertainty levels. Using 10 cm as a reference yields good uncertainty at a great enough distance to fairly approximate true NIST calibration standards. In the calculations, simulations in air were performed with the titanium characteristic X-ray production suppressed. The air kerma rate strength per unit contained activity is given in cGy•cm 2 •h -1 •mCi -1 . 
C. Dosimetry technique
Characteristics of the source were determined theoretically according to Task Group Report No. 43 (TG-43U1) (8) (9) (10) from the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM). Under that protocol, the dose distribution around a sealed brachytherapy source can be determined using the formalism ,
where S K is the air kerma strength of the source, Λ is the dose rate constant at a reference point (r 0 , θ 0 ) or (1 cm, π/2), G(r,θ) is the geometry function, g(r) is the radial dose function, and F(r,θ) is the anisotropy function. The above quantities are thoroughly defined and discussed in great detail in TG-43(U1) and that discussion will therefore not be repeated here.
The goal of the present project was to compare the calculated dosimetric parameters of the IsoAid ADVANTAGE 103 Pd brachytherapy source with those of other commercially available 103 Pd sources. The determinations were performed according to the methodology outlined in TG-43U1 (8) (9) (10) and in accordance with the AAPM recommendations for source calibration. (11) 
III. RESULTS
The dose rate constant, Λ, of the ADVANTAGE 103 Pd source was determined using the equation .
(2)
As shown in Table 1 , the Monte Carlo calculations yielded a value of 0.709 ± 0.014 cGy•h -1 •U -1 in liquid water. The uncertainty of the Monte Carlo simulation was determined by combining the uncertainties of the dose rate calculated in medium and the calculated air kerma rate. The air kerma rate was obtained from the Monte Carlo data by simulating the dose rate at 1 cm in phantom and then dividing that result by the simulated dose rate at 10 cm in air with characteristic X-ray production suppressed. The resulting value was then corrected for the effects of the inverse square law. The radial dose function of the source was calculated in water from 0.1 cm to 10 cm. The uncertainty of the calculated data is ±3%. Fig. 2 shows a comparison between the calculated g(r) of the ADVANTAGE source and a selection of other commercially available sources. Many treatment planning systems require a polynomial fit to g(r). For use of this data in those various treatment planning systems, the calculated g(r) in water in the range of 0.1 cm to 10 cm was fitted to a fifth-order polynomial function defined as follows: ,
where a 0 = 1.1983, a 1 = 7.3502E -2 , a 2 = -3.1789E -1 , a 3 = 9.1913E -2 , a 4 = -9.9569E -3 , and a 5 = 3.7557E -4 . This fifth-order polynomial fit has been found to fail to accurately reproduce the g(r) at radial distances greater that 10 cm; however, it is accurate at distances less than 10 cm.
The anisotropy function of the source was calculated in liquid water for distances ranging from 0.5 cm to 7 cm. Those values were obtained by simulating the dose rate at each angle and normalizing to the dose rate at 90 degrees and at the radial distance in question. The result was then corrected using the geometry function relationship as defined in TG-43. The uncertainties of the calculated values range from ±5% to ±6%. function of the ADVANTAGE source, the anisotropy factors φ an (r) and the anisotropy constant φ an have been extracted. Table 3 shows the anisotropy functions, anisotropy factors, and anisotropy constant of the ADVANTAGE source in liquid water. Table 4 (13) ; previous work on the ADVANTAGE source calculated by Meigooni et al. (12) ; the NAS MED3633 calculated by Li and Palta (15) ; and the Best 103 Pd calculated by Meigooni et al. (14) Fig. 2 compares the g(r) for the new source with those for other commercially available sources such as the Model 200 source determined by Williamson, (13) previous work on the ADVAN-TAGE source determined by Meigooni et al., (12) NAS MED3633 determined by Li and Palta, (15) and the Best 103 Pd determined by Meigooni et al. (14) The figure shows that the radial dose function of the ADVANTAGE 103 Pd source is in good agreement with those of the other sources. Fig. 3 shows the variation of the anisotropy function with radial distance in water. The F(r,θ) of the ADVANTAGE source in water was compared with those of the Model 200 source determined by Weaver, (16) previous work on the ADVANTAGE source determined by Meigooni et al., (12) the NAS MED3633 determined by Li and Palta, (15) and the Best 103 Pd determined by Meigooni et al. (14) (Figs. 4 and 5) . The figures show good agreement between the ADVANTAGE source and other 103 Pd sources for angular ranges of 20 degrees to 90 degrees. Below 20 degrees, differences in endcap construction yield significant deviations in the plotted anisotropy functions. Table 3 presents the values of the measured and calculated anisotropy functions, anisotropy factors, and anisotropy constants for the ADVANTAGE source in liquid water. Table 4 compares the anisotropy factors and constant of the ADVANTAGE source with other commercially available 103 Pd sources. The anisotropy constant of the ADVANTAGE 103 Pd source in water was found to be 0.880 ± 0.040.
The dosimetric characteristics of the ADVANTAGE source were theoretically determined based on TG-43(U1) recommendations. These characteristics were found to be comparable to the values reported for other commercially available 103 Pd sources. As per TG-43(U1), the parameters determined in liquid water are recommended for clinical applications.
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